294                  THE COLLECTED WORKS OF  MAHATMA GANDHI
(c)  The retention of the original law as to dealing in  un-
wrought gold, in so far as it specially affects   Coloured people,
besides their coming under the general prohibitions of the law,
assumes that Coloured people are the greater offenders in respect
of this crime, whereas, in the humble opinion of the petitioning
Association, the contrary is the fact, in so far as British Indians are
concerned,
(d)   Your Petitioner ventures  to assert that Section 127 of
the Bill is vaguely drawn and seems to contemplate entire prohibi-
tion of acquisition by British Indians of any rights under it.   The
prohibition, under the same Section, to holders of rights acquired
previously to the Bill  to  transfer  or  sub-let  such  rights to a
Coloured person makes the proposed law retrospective in its effect.
(e)   Section   128   contemplates   the  compulsory  segregation
of British Indians residing within certain proclaimed areas, to wit,
the   entire   Witwatersrand  District,   and,   if  approved   by   this
Hon'ble House, would make it impossible for a very large number
of British Indians even to remain in the Colony.   Your Petitioner
would remind this Hon'ble House  that  the  large  majority of
British Indians resident in the Transvaal are to be found in the
above-mentioned areas, whilst the principle of compulsory segrega-
tion of British Indians under penalty is a direct extension of exist-
ing disabilities by indirect means, which disabilities the petition-
ing Association has consistently protested against*
4.   Your Petitioner ventures to assert that,   inasmuch as these
Sections are based upon race and class distinctions, they can never give
satisfaction to the British Indian community.   Moreover, such distinc-
tions cast an undeserved slur upon the community that your Petitioner
has the honour to represent, as they must inevitably raise in the -minds
of the white Colonists of the Transvaal, feelings of contempt and scorn
towards British Indians, thus increasing the difficulties unfortunately
standing in  the  way of a better  understanding  between  the two
communities.
5.   In your Petitioner's humble opinion,  restrictions of the kind
above  referred   to  obviously  confer   absolutely  no  privileges upon
British Indians, but, on the contrary, deprive them of many rights and
much esteem that they at present possess.
6.   Your  Petitioner further ventures   to  remind   this   Hon'ble
House that the imposition of further disabilities upon the resident British
Indian  population  of the  Transvaal  will  enormously intensify the
irritation and bitterness of feeling already existing in the minds of many
millions of His Majesty's subjects in India,
7.   Wherefore  your  Petitioner humbly prays  that this Hon'bte
Boose will be pleased to reject the provisions hereinbefore referred to,